09/03/2026, 17:24 “We thought we’d retire to Spain or Portugal but now we’re going to Cambodia”

“IVA
iy

4. A Placezsun -

HOME PAGE ARTICLES 2025 04 “WE THOUGHT WE'D RETIRE TO SPAIN OR PORTUGAL BUT NOW WE'RE GOING TO CAMBODIA"

“We thought we'd retire to Spain or Portugal but now
we're going to Cambodia”

@ aplaceinthesunofficial

Stuart and Janet from Staffordshire want to retire to somewhere in the sun. They have helped look after four
grand-children over recent years and now, says, Stuart, “our time has come”.

If you are wondering who might want to retire to Cambodia then so were the couple, when they visited A Place
in the Sun Live exhibition in Birmingham last year, looking for info on Spain and Portugal.

“We spotted a stand with a poster of Angkor Wat [the Hindu-Buddhist temple complex] in Cambodia and our
interest was piqued,” says Stuart, 72, who says he has retired ‘four times’, having got bored of not working on each
occasion and then returned to a different job.

“We learnt enough about the new retirement development there to take a trip out. We had no real idea what it
would be like and thought a lot about the cost, the culture, the distance, but at the start of this year issues such as
the 90-day rule, the golden visa ending [in Spain], locals being fed up with tourists and house prices going up,
also made us consider possible advantages.

The couple flew out to Cambodia for 9 days in March - via Singapore to Phnom Penh —and then onto Siem Reap,
the city of the famous temple complex. They stayed in The Sullivan Retirement Residence, a new building of
apartments to rent, run by a British expat family with an onsite driver, swimming pool, yoga studio and rooftop
restaurant with room service.

They stayed in a two-bedroom apartment which will cost them US $2,000 (£1,569) a month, including its running
costs and all these services. They also get a cooked meal provided each day. Private drivers are available for

excursions or appointments.

=

https://www.aplaceinthesun.com/articles/2025/04/we-thought-we-d-retire-to-spain-or-portugal-but-now-we-re-going-to-cambodia 1/4

Search Profile Menu



https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssW8sMWW3ltukO1S0VMlq7MbqQuAh5h5lCqGvI5O2tpr4axnIRl-_KvxwYwEblljp9HAOFNaLeWECRNRLwZJUG6wH1IjU6IrBuqg_CrV35ufKGHdPT2R4MG1F5QrkTz3BlqJQxDQCbXCVOSOdZG8l8GVbryL_xNaxjo-opQDMYsCrCSVxJLcU8XEV3cIMVrBjwVbCyUlHnEaEbb4_CWgGwOjz1qHXarpG6MEnR0PZwfSf33e8Bcl1wXAXheA7DCOu2GvgX1yUvOAvDSasFug_0x88jOpQ-X9FSn7r54gSMNkiZzZ-MmFwkwz6CS352D10MnKKjXXAiwdCjCPzXhKiTd7FwBQuBXJX9hsc7-yyhRYpvAOQntCkmrGo26G_2TGc9J5NtlJ83e0fOKptpNtUdZYMs&sai=AMfl-YSnN7viZmWqosBwr7boZrQPuL8SUhCv10nfcF101nvorOR0iWO3HSSnBgWLNs2n1uGH2sz-Jl3Dk724TqT7oMnZwJsthvUYsqPscqIvIhUbuFf510fPnctgnPtov_RFsPKXY-ApjDbCqjm9-y9u24rPFUS2Apvk5VYxNBeXxmw2b5CZTkVAV_Py_k2ZhBxztCNew3p2JLXiCFfF-cpbEBe3rf7P57iz9A4us1viMA2KbTG8eFm3eISScL2sLXrShaur0A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPZpXiCv0BJP&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.aplaceinthesun.com/country-advice%3Futm_source%3DBanners%26utm_medium%3DLeaderboard
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssW8sMWW3ltukO1S0VMlq7MbqQuAh5h5lCqGvI5O2tpr4axnIRl-_KvxwYwEblljp9HAOFNaLeWECRNRLwZJUG6wH1IjU6IrBuqg_CrV35ufKGHdPT2R4MG1F5QrkTz3BlqJQxDQCbXCVOSOdZG8l8GVbryL_xNaxjo-opQDMYsCrCSVxJLcU8XEV3cIMVrBjwVbCyUlHnEaEbb4_CWgGwOjz1qHXarpG6MEnR0PZwfSf33e8Bcl1wXAXheA7DCOu2GvgX1yUvOAvDSasFug_0x88jOpQ-X9FSn7r54gSMNkiZzZ-MmFwkwz6CS352D10MnKKjXXAiwdCjCPzXhKiTd7FwBQuBXJX9hsc7-yyhRYpvAOQntCkmrGo26G_2TGc9J5NtlJ83e0fOKptpNtUdZYMs&sai=AMfl-YSnN7viZmWqosBwr7boZrQPuL8SUhCv10nfcF101nvorOR0iWO3HSSnBgWLNs2n1uGH2sz-Jl3Dk724TqT7oMnZwJsthvUYsqPscqIvIhUbuFf510fPnctgnPtov_RFsPKXY-ApjDbCqjm9-y9u24rPFUS2Apvk5VYxNBeXxmw2b5CZTkVAV_Py_k2ZhBxztCNew3p2JLXiCFfF-cpbEBe3rf7P57iz9A4us1viMA2KbTG8eFm3eISScL2sLXrShaur0A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPZpXiCv0BJP&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.aplaceinthesun.com/country-advice%3Futm_source%3DBanners%26utm_medium%3DLeaderboard
https://www.aplaceinthesun.com/
https://www.aplaceinthesun.com/articles
https://www.aplaceinthesun.com/articles/2025
https://www.aplaceinthesun.com/articles/2025/04
https://www.aplaceinthesun.com/articles/2025/04/we-thought-we-d-retire-to-spain-or-portugal-but-now-we-re-going-to-cambodia
https://aplaceinthesunevents.com/london/
https://aplaceinthesunevents.com/london/
https://www.aplaceinthesun.com/
https://www.aplaceinthesun.com/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.channel4.com/
Thomas Sullivan

Thomas Sullivan


09/03/2026, 17:24 “We thought we’d retire to Spain or Portugal but now we’re going to Cambodia”

Se™

N R
Y b

“We were amazed. At first we felt a bit alien there but then we just relaxed and began to really like it. The roads

were very good, the people lovely and friendly, we felt very safe,” says Stuart. “The food was so very affordable
when eating out and we learnt about the healthcare and the price of private medical care.”

They also liked the spacious apartment in the complex, and the roof-top bar. “We did a quiz night there and
sensed it was a very nice community too,” adds Janet, 70.

“We do realise that it will be very different when we live there — it won't be the same as being there on holiday. We
are going to keep a smaller house in the UK so we have somewhere to come back to.” They also have two grown-
up sons based here.
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Sullivan Retirement Residence staff will also help sort out their visa: In Cambodia the retirement visa only requires
that you need to be over 55, not working and have some pension income. The couple will start are on a rolling
one-year visa.

The couple will move out when their daughter and her husband and four children move to Australia, which was

the clinching factor in their decision.

“It will be easier for us to travel and see them, and also we hope to explore Malaysia and Vietnam,” says Stuart. “|
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